University of Montana

ScholarWorks at University of Montana
Mike Mansfield Speeches, Statements and
Interviews

Mike Mansfield Papers

3-6-1975

Congressional Record Aid to Cambodia
Mike Mansfield 1903-2001

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/mansfield_speeches

Let us know how access to this document benefits you.
Recommended Citation
Mansfield, Mike 1903-2001, "Congressional Record Aid to Cambodia" (1975). Mike Mansfield Speeches,
Statements and Interviews. 1243.
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/mansfield_speeches/1243

This Speech is brought to you for free and open access by the Mike Mansfield Papers at ScholarWorks at University
of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in Mike Mansfield Speeches, Statements and Interviews by an
authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information, please contact
scholarworks@mso.umt.edu.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD-SENATE

Murch 10, 19/.)

CAMBODIA
MANSFIELD. Mr. President, the
distinguished Senator !rom Oregon has
been one o! the leaders In bringing to
the hearts and minds of the American
people the situation as It actually existed
and as It now exists In all of Southea.~ t
Asia.
There have been references to the fact
that we have a commitment 1n Cambodia. Frankly, I know o! no such commitment, though I think our moral com~r.
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mitment ls covered by the resolution
introduced by the distinguished Senator from Oregon and his associates and
just agreed to unanimously by the
Senate; and, that is, to give humanitarian aid, food, and medicine to a people
on whom we, and other nations, have
inflicted great damage, people who are
among the most peaceful on the face of
the Earth, or at least were, prior to 1970,
and a people who have suffered tremendously in more ways than one.
May I call to the Senate's attention
the fact that section 655(g) of the Foreign Assistance Act states that aid to
Cambodia:

... sh~ll not be construed as a commitment
by the United States to Cambodia for It~
defenses.

I think, Mr. President, 1! there ls going to be peace in Cambodia that it is
going to be through negotiations of some
kind or other outside of the present
Phnom Penh government. It will not be
a case of negotiating from strengthhow often we have heard that expression
in relation to Indochina. There is little
strength there except the weapons and
supplies that we send the Phnom Penh
government.
The Soviet Union, the Chinese, and
the North Vietnamese also supply the
rebels. There has been some talk about
the amount of military assistance furnished by the various outsiders. There is
no question but that large amounts of
materiel al>sistance have been sent into
Cambodia by the four countries which I
have mentioned. There is no question but
that sizable stocks of American arms and
ammunition have been captured by the
dissidents, the rebel Cambodians, as was
the case in South Vietnam during the
course of our participation there, and
maybe still is. In the circumstances the
fight is likely to go on, the blood will be
let, the agony wUl continue, the number
of refugees will increase, and peace will
remain a distant mirage.
As I have said, Mr. President, the
Soviet Union, the Chinese, the North
·Vietnamese, and the United States have
furnished arms and war material to the
elements concerned, and I have in my
hand a United Press item dated the 6th
of March which reads as follows:

That was passed by Congress in 1971,
and reaffirmed since. It was also signed
by the President of the United States.
So much for commitments by this
country.
There has been talk about a bloodbath if Phnom Penh fell, if and when
the dissident elements entered the capital. What, may I ask, Mr. President, is
going on at the present time, and has
been going on for a number of years,
hut a bloodbath. More than 200,000 Cambodians have been killed, millions have
become refugees, hundreds of thousands
are starving, disease is rampant, and we
talk about a bloodbath a.nd about our
moral responsibility.
We talk about aggression. Again, let
The Pentagon said today Communist tebels
me repeat, there was an incursion by the
In Cambo<Ua have captured 30 to 40 AmeriUnited States into Cambodia in 1970 for can-made
artillery pieces which are accurate
the first time. There were hundreds of enough to close the Phnom Penh airport If
secret bombings about which Congress the Insurgents can get closer.
knew nothing; and there has been miliThere is more to it, and I will ask that
tary aid sent again and again and again
since 1970 to the present Government the article be printed at this point in the
of Cambodia. a government which took RECORD.
There being no objection, the United
the place of the one man who could
have maintained stability and neutrality Press item was ordered to be printed in
for his country, and that man, of course, the RECORD, as follows:
The Pentagon said today Communist rebels
is Prince Norodom Sihanouk. He is now
living in exile in Peking, but he is the In Cambodia have captured 30 to 40 American-made
artillery pieces which are accuchief of the resistance government~in
enough to close the Phnom Penh airbeing in Cambodia itself, that is, the rate
port if the insurgents can get closer.
area and the people outside of Phnom
But Army Maj. Gen. Winant Sidle, an
Penh and its environs.
artlliery expert, s.'\id pa.st opeo"~J.tlons ha.ve
There has been some talk about a shown the Khmer Rouge rebels to be poor
negotiated peace, and the administra- marksmen wlth artillery, and he Bald only
tion has stated that it has tried on a hal! ot the 105 millimeter pieces--captured
a 5-year period- are estimated to be
number of occasions since 1971 to over
achieve a negotiated peace or, at least, operationaL
the government in Phnom Penh has
Mr. MANSFIELD. What I am getting
done so.
at is that· these weapons from abroad are
Prince Norodom Sihanouk has said helping to kill Cambodians, helping to
consistently that he will not negotiate prolong the agony. I would hope that we
with the present government in Phnom would wake up to the reality of the sitPenh, and he gives you names, Lon Nol, uation and what I think is the feeling of
Lon Non, Sirik Matak, Long Boret, four the American people and Congress. We
or five or six others, but, he says, that, should test our intelligence rather t'han
if we will take care of them, if they will talk about a test of our will in which the
'eave the country, he will be willing to real sufferers physically, mentally and
_nter into talks with those in a lower otherwise are the poor people of Cambracket; that there will be no bloodshed bodia.
and that once again Cambodia might or
Let the leaders leave, and I believe that
could become a haven of stability and peace negotiations can follow. Let us see
peace in the Indochina region.
if some way cannot be found to enter inHe has also said that he is prepared to negotiations with Prince Norodom Sito negotiate directly with the United hanouk. He is writing letters, cables, and
States. He has stated that he would for- telegrams to a lot of people indicating
get the past 5 years. He has promised that he is willing. In this he has the conthat he would establish promptly diplo- currence of the premier of the rebel
matic relations with the United States. movement Khieu Samphon, who is also
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the leader of the forces in the field . Let
us get away from the rhetoric which has
become outworn, and which is no longer
relevant. Let us recognize that this area
is the con~rn of the Cambodian people
themselves. It is not vital to the security of the United States. Peace will be
achieved when the outside powers withhold their war material and related resources anti allow the people of Cambodia, regardless of which side they are
on-if any-to make their own decision
as to how they should define their destiny, and what they should do to better
the future of their country.
It has been said by the Assistant Secretary of State, Mr. Habib, that the eyes
of the world are on the U.S. response to
the needs of embattled countries. He
was referring specifically to Cambodia
though he m,ay have had South Vietna~
within the purview of his remarks as
well.
Yes, the eyes of the world are on this
country, but, more important, the eyes
of the people of embattled countries arc
on this country because they know that
we, among others, hold one of the keys
which can unlock the door to peace.
I hope, Mr. President, that tihe resolution submitted by the distinguished
Senator from Oregon <Mr. HATFIELD ),
w~ich has my full and complete support,
Will do much to bring about relief succor, and assistance to the people of
Cambodia in the area of their food needs
and in the area of their physical and
medical needs.

